Just as in other internal haemorrhages, bleeding from the stomach was until quite recently a subject that, so far as treatment is concerned, only came under the notice of the physician ; and it is only since the advances in surgery have demonstrated the feasibility and safety of exploring the abdomen, that the question of the surgical treatment of haematemesis has been a subject that could be discussed with advantage in a mixed medical and surgical society.
Were it desirable, the time at my disposal this evening would render it impossible to consider all the varieties of haematemesis.
I shall therefore confine my remarks altogether to the most common, and certainly the most important cause of gastrorrhagia, simple ulcer, leaving out of consideration the vomiting of blood from cirrhosis of liver, cancer of stomach, miliary aneurism, aneurism of aorta and other vessels, purpura, scurvy, heart disease, leukaemia, typhoid fever, and other more obscure conditions only amenable to medical treatment. When it is borne in mind that gastric ulcer occurs in 5 per cent, of the community, and that, according to Brinton, Haber- shon, Miiller, Dreschfield, Lebert, and others, the mortality from all causes in all cases of ulcer is from 10 to 50 per cent., it must be at once allowed that the consideration of the subject is a matter that should claim the attention of the profession to a greater extent than it has hitherto done.
Its importance will be better grasped if these figures are applied to the population of a city like Leeds, which, for convenience, I will take at 500,000. Of this number, 25,000 may be supposed to have or to have had ulcer of the stomach, and ?ut of these, taking the mean estimate of mortality at 2 5 per cent., though this is under the mean as given by the authorities named, 6250, or 12,500 per million of the population, may be Expected to die from gastric ulcer or some of its complications.
When it is fully grasped that many of the complications can only be dealt with successfully by surgical means, and that even in the mildest cases 
